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© Unstrained defect-free epitaxial mismatched hete restructures and method of fabrication. 



© Heterostructures (20) having a large lattice mismatch between an upper epilayer (24) and a substrate (22) 
and a method of forming such structures having a thin intermediate layer (26) are disclosed. The strain due to a 
lattice mismatch between the intermediate layer (26) and the substrate (22) is partially relieved by the formation 
of edge type dislocations (15) which are localized and photoelectrical^ inactive. Growth of the intermediate layer 
(26) is interrupted before it reaches the thickness at which the left over strain is relieved by 60 degree type 
(^threading dislocations. The upper epilayer (24) is then grown in an unstrained and defect-free condition upon the 
^intermediate layer (26) where the unstrained lattice constant (aL2) of the epilayer (24) is about the same as the 
partially relieved strain lattice constant (a L1 ) of the intermediate layer (26). An unstrained defect-free epilayer (24) 
^of InGaAs has been grown on a GaAs substrate (22) with an intermediate layer (26) 3-10 nm in thickness of 
^■InAs. Other large mismatch systems are disclosed, including, GaAs on Si with an intermediate layer (26) of 
Gain As. 
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UNSTRAINED DEFECT-FREE EPITAXIAL MISMATCHED HETEROSTRUCTURES AND METHOD OF FABRICA- 
TION 



This invention relates to lattice mismatched heterostructures and to methods for epitaxially growing 
layers of crystalline materials on a mismatched substrate. 

Until recently it was very unusuaJ for optoelectronic and high-speed solid state devices to be fabricated 
with heterojunction structures in which the unstrained lattice constants of the different materials were not 

5 approximately equal, and in turn equal to a conveniently available substrate. The lattice matching require- 
ment severely limited the material selection to two principal systems: Al x Gai.xAs-GaAs grown on GaAs 
substrates, and lno.53Gao.47As-lno.52Alo.48As grown on InP substrates. 

Unfortunately, optimum material parameters for many devices are obtained with material systems or 
alloy compositions that are not lattice matched to these or other available bulk substrates. It is highly 

70 desirable, therefore, to be able to fabricate devices with layers of an arbitrary lattice constant, upon 
conveniently available bulk substrates such as GaAs. The use of this approach is contingent upon 
minimizing the density of defects propagating into the device layers. Recent research has shown the 
possibility of GaAs devices grown on Si substrates and a possible integration of the two device technol- 
ogies. There is also interest in the non lattice matched approach for tandem solar cell applications using the 

75 GaAs-ln x Gai. x As system. 

Even though the potential utility of devices with heterojunctions made from various mismatched 
systems could be appreciated, the interface between non lattice matched materials has proved to be a 
source of structural defects with electronic properties which greatly limit that potential utility. The defects 
include edge and 60 degree misfit dislocations, and 60 degree threading dislocations. The term "misfit 

20 dislocation " means a dislocation, or a portion of the dislocation line, that lies parallel to the plane of the 
substrate, and thus can accommodate part of the lattice mismatch between the substrate and an epitaxial 
layer. While the term "threading dislocation" strictly refers to dislocations originating from the substrate and 
propagating into the epitaxial layers above it, colloquially it refers to any dislocations inclined to the plane of 
the substrate and propagating through the epitaxial layer at some non-normal angle to the growth axis. The 

25 term "threading dislocation" will be used in its colloquial sense hereinafter. 60 degree dislocations are 
introduced by glide, and therefore they can have both threading and misfit segments. Edge dislocations can 
be formed by the reaction of two 60 degree dislocations, and therefore any unreacted segments .can act as 
60 degree dislocations. Edge dislocations by themselves are sessile and do not glide. Edge dislocations 
have been reported (Petroff et aJ., J. Micro. 118, 225(1975)) to have little opto-electric activity. Edge 

30 dislocations are "composed of" two 60 degree dislocations, and therefore an edge dislocation relieves twice 
the mismatch compared to a single 60 degree dislocation. Edge dislocations, being less dense for a given 
relief or misfit, and being sessile, are preferrable to 60 degree dislocations. 60 degree misfit dislocations are 
electrically active, but because they lie in or near the mismatched interface, they are spatially isolated from 
successive layers. Various electronic isolation techniques, such as p-n junction isolation, can be used to 

35 further reduce their effect. 

A common problem in both the GaAs on Si and InGaAs on GaAs systems is the high density of 
threading dislocations resulting from the accommodations of the large lattice mismatch by plastic deforma- 
tion. Threading dislocations are known to be associated with radiative recombination, and because the 
dislocations thread through the device layers this adversely affects the performance of optical and electrical 

40 devices fabricated from such systems. 

In order to minimize the effect of dislocations, one prior art approach utilizes the pseudomorphic growth 
of non lattice matched materials. In a system where there is sufficient attraction between the epilayer and 
the substrate and mismatch is low enough, initial epitaxial growth of a lattice mismatched material upon a 
substrate occurs two-dimensionally, with the epilayer conforming to the in-plane lattice structure of the 

45 substrate and with the mismatch accommodated by elastic strain. This growth is termed commensurate 
because it is growing with the lattice constant of the substrate, rather than the unstrained bulk lattice 
constant of the epitaxial layer material. The commensurate growth is pseudomorphic as long as the layer 
thickness is below a critical thickness (which for a mismatch of about 1-5% is about 1-100 nm) which 
defines the strain energy for which the introduction of dislocations becomes energetically favored. Many 

50 lattice mismatched devices have been made in which the strained layer thickness is kept below the critical 
thickness. However, many electronic or optoelectronic devices require non lattice matched layers with 
thicknesses exceeding the limits of pseudomorphism, or with too much mismatch for the attraction between 
the film and the substrate to allow 2-dimensional nucieation. 

A second prior art approach to fabricating heterojunctions of lattice mismatched materials utilizes a 
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strain, but in which the average lattice constant is matched to the substrate. While the superlattice can be 
nearly free of misfit dislocations, the material selection is still limited by the need to match the average 
lattice constant of the superlattice to the substrate, the need to keep the individual layer's thicknesses below 

5 their critical thicknesses, and the need to restrict mismatch to maintain 2-D growth. 

In yet another prior art approach, the desired lattice constant can be obtained by compositional step- 
grading, by growing several layers above their critical thicknesses, limiting the change in lattice constant at 
each interface to less than about 1 .5% (within the InGaAs system). The grading from the lattice constant of 
the substrate material to the lattice constant of the final layer is in steps that are small enough to allow 

/o reliable 2-dimensional growth throughout the growth process. The drawback of this technique is that the 
multilayer combination contains enough total strain energy to introduce additional misfit and threading 
dislocations, with only kinetic limitations to their eventual introduction. Thus the structure contains a 
significant number of undesired threading dislocations, and is predisposed to the addition of more over 
time, causing degraded electrical and optical properties and unreliable operation. The defects so formed are 

15 photo-electrically active and are also strong scatterers so that the transition material must be separated 
from active regions of the subsequent heterostructure by large buffer layers and/or drift fields. 

The present invention is directed to heterojunction structures and to a method for making heterojunc- 
tions between various materials of interest which have a large mismatch in their unstrained bulk lattice 
constants. This is accomplished by interposing a thin intermediate layer between a substrate of a first 

20 semiconductor material and an epitaxially grown upper layer of a second semiconductor material having 
mismatched lattice constants. The intermediate layer is comprised of a third semiconductor material having 
an unstrained or bulk lattice constant with a greater mismatch with the bulk lattice constant of the substrate 
than the mismatch between the substrate and the upper layer. It is known that for large mismatches, there 
will be a growth period in which the layer is growing with a partially relaxed lattice constant. The amount of 

25 mismatch necessary that will result in the partially relaxed lattice constant is system and growth dependent. 
For the InGaAs system, the inventors have determined that the mismatch must be about 2.5% or greater. 
The inventors have also determined that during this growth period, the strain is partially relieved substan- 
tially due to a planar array of edge type dislocations introduced during a short period of growth when the 
film becomes 3-dimensional. The array is complete enough that a minimum of threading dislocations are 

30 created when the layer coalesces back to two dimensions upon this partial relief of strain and a minimum of 
additional growth. In accordance with the inventive method, the growth of the intermediate layer is stopped 
while the layer is growing in an essentially 2-dimensional mode with the strain partially relieved by the edge 
type dislocations. The growth of the intermediate layer is interrupted before the layer reaches a second 
critical thickness determined by the residual strain, in which the strain would be further relieved by 60 

35 degree misfit dislocations with threading segments. Epitaxial growth of the upper layer upon the intermedi- 
ate layer is then commenced. The bulk lattice constant of the upper layer is approximately equal to the 
partially relaxed in-plane lattice constant of the intermediate layer. Therefore, the upper layer is unstrained, 
and it is stable against the introduction of additional defects, as if grown on a lattice-matched substrate. 
It is important that growth of the intermediate layer has not been thick enough for the formation of 

40 significant numbers of the photoeiectrically active threading dislocations. The planar array of edge type 
dislocations is localized near the interface and unable to migrate into the epilayer, and thus should cause no 
effect on the properties of the adjacent layers. Thus, the necessity of including large buffer layers or drift 
fields within the heterostructure in order, to separate active areas from the plastically deformed region is 
potentially eliminated by the present invention. 

45 In one embodiment of the invention, molecular beam epitaxy (MBE) is used to grow an epilayer of 
lno.72Gao.2sAs in an unstrained, low-defect condition upon a substrate of GaAs using an lno.9Gao.1As 
intermediate layer. The intermediate layer of lno.9Gao.1As is between 3-10 nm thick. During this range of 
thickness under common arsenic- stabilized growth conditions, approximately 80% of the mismatch in the 
lattice constants is ac commodated by the planar array of edge dislocations that forms at the lno.9Gao.1As- 

50 GaAs interface. Photoeiectrically active threading dislocations have not formed in large numbers. Con- 
sequently, the epilayer of lno.72Gao.2sAs, which has a bulk lattice constant approximately equal to that of the 
80% relaxed ln 0 ^Gao.iAs was grown unstrained and relatively defect-free. If the density of threading 
dislocations is too high for a specific application, there are "strained layer superlattice" techniques reported 
in the literature that are shown to be effective on small densities of threading dislocations. Large densities of 

55 threading dislocations that result from prior art methods for accommodating misfit cannot be practically 
treated by the "strained layer superlattice" dislocation filter technique because of the limited number of 
threading dislocations that can be "bent out" of the crystal at each interface. 

In another embodiment of the invention, two intermediate layers are grown. In this embodiment. MBE is 
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used to grow the !n c . s Gao.iAs intermediate layer about 10 nm thick, where it has relaxed about 80% of its 
original 6.3% misfit by incorporating edge dislocations at or near its interface with the GaAs substrate 
during a 3-dimensional phase in Its growth. Having coalesced into a continuous and substantially 2- 
dimensional film by 10 nm thickness, the layer has not exceeded the critical thickness (for the residual 

s 1 .3% lattice mismatched needed to produce additional 60 degree misfit dislocations by glide. The in-plane 
lattice constant is approximately that of unstrained lno.72Gao.28As. To further insure against the effects of 
strain arising from mismatch due to experimental variables, the residual compressive strain in the 
lno.9Gao.1As can be offset by growing 20 nm of ino.e3Gao.37 As. which when grown with an in-plane lattice 
constant of lno.72Gao.28As, has a net tensile strain that balances the net residual compressive strain energy 

10 in the 10 nm ln 05 Ga 0 .iAs layer. The Upper lno.72Gao.2sAs layer can then be grown arbitrarily thick, nearly 
defect-free and unstrained, atop this substrate-double intermediate layer combination that contains little if 
any net strain energy. This transformation of lattice constant has been accomplished within 30 nm of 
growth, taking about 2 minutes at convention MBE growth rates. 

The heterojunction structures of the invention have epitaxial layers grown on a mismatched substrate 

7$ without large densities of propagating (inclined) photoelectrical^ active crystal defects. Thus, a new array of 
optoelectronic devices may now be fabricated using highly desirable material systems that are not lattice 
matched to suitable substrates. These systems include InGaAs on GaAs, Ge-Si alloys on Si, and GaAs or 
InGaAs on Si. 

Ways of carrying out the invention are described in detail below with reference to drawings which 

20 illustrate only specific embodiments, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a cross-sectionaJ view of a prior art heterostructure of an epilayer on a substrate with large 
mismatch and the resulting propagating defects. 

Figs. 2(a) - 2(c) are TEM pictures of the growth of InAs on GaAs at various thicknesses. 

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view of one embodiment of a heterostructure of the present invention in 

25 which the propagating defects have been avoided. 

Fig 4. is a cross-sectionaJ view of another embodiment of a heterostructure of the present invention, 
having two intermediate layers. 

In accordance with the present invention, heterostructures comprising unstrained, essentially defect-free 
epilayers of a first semiconductor material are grown on substrates of a second semiconductor material, in 

30 which there is a large difference between the unstrained lattice constants of the materials. This is 
accomplished with only a thin intermediate layer of a third semiconductor material sandwiched between the 
substrate and the upper epilayer. The unique method of fabricating the heterostructures of the invention is 
based, in part, on the nature of strained layer growth and its relaxation behavior. The relaxation of strain 
during the growth of large-mismatch layers is illustrated in a paper by Munekata, et al., (Lattice Relaxation 

35 of InAs Heteroepitaxy on GaAs, Journal of Crystal Growth 81, 237-242 (1987). Munekata, et al., details the 
growth by MBE of InAs on GaAs for a variety of growth conditions. It is shown therein that growth of the 
InAs epilayer upon the GaAs substrate first occurs pseudo-morphically with the in-plane lattice constant of 
the strained layer matching that of the substrate. Thereafter, as the growth continues, a gradual lattice 
relaxation of the InAs occurs to accommodate the mismatch until 100% relaxation is reached. 

40 The inventors have determined for a large mismatch of the unstrained lattice constants, that after the 
initial planar pseudomorphic growth, the layer collapses into 3-dimensional island growth. During this 3-D 
growth, a large fraction of the strain is abruptly relieved by the introduction of a planar array of edge type 
dislocations. For the InGaAs/GaAs interface this occurs after about 1-2 nm of growth. As growth continues 
to a thickness of about 10-20 nm, the growth again becomes planar. The array of edge type dislocations is 

45 complete enough that a minimum of threading dislocations are created when the layer coalesces back to 
two dimensions. Growth during this partial relaxation period, from 1-2 nm to 10-20 nm, under proper 
conditions of flux and temperature, proceeds with a partially relaxed lattice constant which, for InGaAs/GaAs 
is about 80% relaxed. As growth proceeds beyond this point enough strain energy is built in to induce the 
formation of 60 degree dislocations which propogate into the layer and gradually relax the material to 

50 unstrained. 

Fig. 1 shows a cross-sectional view of a prior art heterojunction structure 10 that results from the 
conventional growth of large mismatched materials. Heterostructure 10 comprises a substrate 12 of one 
semiconductor material with unstrained lattice constant a s , and an epitaxially grown layer 14 of a different 
semiconductor material with an unstrained lattice constant at. The percent lattice mismatch, e L . s . that is due 
55 to the difference between the unstrained lattice constants of the substrate and the upper layer, can be 
expressed as: 
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L-S 



X 100 = e 



L-S 



(1) 



where Aa L .s is the absolute value of a L - a$. 

;0 The absolute value of the difference is used in equation (1) since for various materials used for layer 14 
can have a bulk lattice constant either larger or smaller than at. For an €L -s of 2.5% or greater, as shown in 
Fig. t, the growth of layer 14 to a thickness sufficient to allow 100% relaxation, results in the formation of 
both edge type misfit dislocations 15 and a high density of photoelectrical^ active threading dislocations 
16. These defects make the heterojunction structure of Fig. 1 ineffective for many optoelectronic applica- 

75 tions. 

In the method according to the present invention, the intermediate layer is formed by interrupting the 
growth of that layer while it is growing with the partially relaxed in-plane lattice constant. The inventors have 
determined that during the partial relaxation growth period, the strain is partially relieved substantially by a 
planar array of edge type dislocations without a significant number of threading dislocations. At this point. 

20 the growth of the upper epilayer is commenced. The upper epilayer has a bulk lattice constant approxi- 
mately equal to the partially relaxed in-plane lattice constant of the intermediate layer and therefore, the 
upper epilayer will grow unstrained and defect free. The upper epilayer is lattice matched to the in-plane 
lattice constant of the partially relaxed intermediate layer but is mismatched with the substrate. Thus, the 
present invention provides a heterostructure having an epilayer with a large lattice mismatch with respect to 

25 the substrate that includes only a thin intermediate layer. Figures 2(a), 2(b) and 2(c) are TEM pictures of the 
growth of InGaAs on GaAs at various thicknesses. Figure 2(a) is after approximately 1 nm of growth which 
shows the growth as being essentially planar and pseudomorphic. Figure 2(b) shows the 3D island growth 
after approximately 5 nm. The presence of a small number of edge type dislocations are indicated by the 
letter E. Figure 2(c) is after 10 nm of growth showing that the growth has returned to planar. Substantially ail 

30 of the defects are edge type dislocations with only one threading dislocation indicated by the letter T. The 
density of photoelectrical ly active threading dislocations is therefore very small during the partial relaxation 
growth period. Thus, the strain in the intermediate layer is partially relieved during this growth period 
substantially by a planar array of edge type dislocations. 

As shown in Fig. 3, a heterostructure 20 of the invention includes a substrate 22 of a first semiconduc- 

35 tor material with a bulk lattice constant a s . The heterostructure 20 also includes an upper epitaxially grown 
layer 24 of a second semiconductor material with a bulk lattice constant a L 2 Interposed between layers 24 
and 22 is an epitaxially grown layer 26 of a third semiconductor material. The intermediate layer 26 has a 
bulk lattice constant a L . 

As stated above, the epitaxial growth of layer 26 begins pseudomorphically and strained to the lattice 
40 constant of the substrate. a s . After growth reaches the first critical thickness, the strain becomes partially 
relieved by the edge type dislocations and layer 26 then grows with a partially relaxed in-plane lattice 
constant. a L i- The layer 26 continues to grow with the partially relaxed in-plane lattice constant for a 
predetermined thickness depending on growth conditions and the material used. The growth of layer 26 is 
halted while it is growing at the a L1 lattice constant. The percentage mismatch, therefore, between layers 26 
45 and 22 is defined as: 



50 



A a 
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X 100 



(2) 



where Aa L1 .s 9 absolute value of au - a s . 

The bulk lattice mismatch between layers 26 and 22 for the InGaAs/GaAs system, defined by < L .s . 
should be greater than the 2.5% and typically will be in the range 3% to 7.5%. The strain, at the time 
growth is interrupted for InAs is approximately 80% relieved, and therefore, the € L1-S for structure 20 will 
be approximately 80% of < L -s- The partial relaxation value, or in other words, the residual percent strain, e L1 , 



5 



EP 0 353 423 A2 



is defined 2S* 



5 e Ll = x 100 , (3) 

a L 

w where Aa^ is equal to the absolute value of ati - a^. 

The partial relaxation value, € L1 , for the InGaAs 80% relaxed in-plane lattice constant is approximately 
1-2%. The materials are selected for layers 24 and 26 so that the bulk lattice constant of layer 24, a^, is 
approximately equal to the partially relaxed lattice constant of layer 26, au. Thus, layer 24 grows lattice 
matched with layer 26 and is therefore, unstrained and defect free. The absolute values are used in the 

is above definition of e L i.s because the lattice constant a L1 can be either larger or smaller than a s . The only 
requirement is that the bulk unstrained lattice constant of layer 26, a L , be at least 2.5% different than as. 
The bulk lattice constant of layer 24, a L1 , will always be between the a L and a s values, whether a^. is larger 
or smaller than aS. In addition, the thickness of layer 26 must be less than the second critical thickness, 
which is the thickness above which the left over strain is relieved by 60 degree type threading dislocations. 

20 For the growth of InGaAs on a GaAs substrate, the thickness at which InGaAs is growing with the 80% 
relaxed in-plane lattice constant is between 3 and 10 nm. 

Through the practice of this invention, a layer of ln 0 .7 2 Ga 0 .28As has been epltaxially grown by MBE on a 
GaAs substrate through the inclusion of an intermediate layer of lno.9Gao.1As of less than 10 nm in 
thickness. The ln 0 .gGa 0 .iAs layer contained the stabilized and localized damage necessary to relieve the 

25 strain in the system. Moreover, the damage consists primarily of defects confined to the interface plane 
which cause little or no effect on the optical properties or mobility in adjacent layers. Therefore, it is not 
necessary to include large buffer layers or drift fields within the heterostructure to separate the active 
carriers from the damaged region. 

Other examples of systems with a large mismatch of the unstrained lattice constants to which the 

30 concept of this invention can be applied to substantially reduce the effects of strain defects include a 
GalnAs intermediate layer on a Si substrate, and in which the upper epilayer may be either GaAs or 
GaAIAs. in both of these systems, the GalnAs composition must contain at least 15-20% In, to ensure 
sufficient € L . S . Another system comprises an intermediate layer of GalnAs upon a substrate of GaAs. The 
upper epilayer may also comprise GalnAs, as long as the In concentration in the intermediate layer is 

35 greater than in the upper layer. AllnAs can also be used as an upper epilayer on the GalnAs/GaAs substrate 
ensemble. 

In yet another system, an intermediate layer of AllnAs upon a substrate of GaAs is used. The upper 
epilayer may comprise AllnAs as long as the In concentration in the intermediate layer is greater than in the 
upper layer. GalnAs can also be used as an upper epilayer on the AllnAs/GaAs substrate ensemble. 

40 A further system comprises a layer of InAs interposed between a GaAs substrate and an upper layer of 
lno.eGao.2As. As shown in Munekata, et al. cited above, a gradual relaxation of InAs on GaAs occurred on a 
GaAs substrate having a (100) crystallographic configuration. In addition, of the three growth conditions 
studied by Munekata et aL; low growth temperature and high As4/ln ratio; medium temperature and ratio; 
and high temperature and low ratio, it appears that for InAs on GaAs, high growth temperature and low 

45 Asvln ratio may be the preferred conditions for growing the intermediate layer of the invention. It is known 
that such conditions provide better surface diffusion and high mobility which also is desirable. 

In another embodiment of the invention, two intermediate layers are grown. In this embodiment, as 
shown in Figure 4, MBE is used to grow an ln 0 ^Gao.iAs intermediate layer 30 about 10 nm thick, where it 
has relaxed about 80% of its original 6.3% misfit by incorporating edge dislocations 32 at or near its 

so interface with a GaAs substrate 34 during a 3-dimensional phase in its growth. The ln 0 . 9 Gao.iAs layer 
coalesces into a continuous and substantially 2-dimensional film by 10 nm thickness, and has not exceeded 
the critical thickness (for the residual 1.3% lattice mismatch) needed to produce additional 60 degree misfit 
dislocations by glide. At this point, the in-plane lattice constant is approximately that of unstrained 
ln 0 .72Gao.2 8 As. To further insure against the effects of strain arising from mismatch due to experimental 

55 variables, the residual compressive strain in the ln 0 . g Gao.iAs can be offset by growing a layer 36 of 20 nm 
of lno.63Gao.37As, which when grown with an in-plane lattice constant of lno.72Gao.28As, has a net tensile strain 
that balances the net residual compressive strain energy in the 10 nm ln 0 ^Ga 0 .iAs layer 30. An upper 
lno.72Gaoj5 8 As layer 38 can then be grown arbitrarily thick, nearly defect-free and unstrained, atop this 
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substrate-double intermediate layer combination that contains little If any net strain energy. This transforms- 
tion of lattice constant has been accomplished with 30 nm of growth, taking about 2 minutes at convenient 
MBE growth rates. 

While the invention has been particularly shown and described with respect to preferred embodiments 
5 thereof, it will be understood by those skilled in the art that the foregoing and other changes in form and 
details may be made therein without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention, which should be 
limited only by the scope of the appended claims. 



10 Claims 

1. A single crystal heterostructure comprising: 

a substrate (22) of a first semiconductor material having a crystalline structure and a first bulk lattice 
constant a s ; 

75 a layer of a second epitaxiaily grown semiconductor material (24) which is unstrained having a second bulk 
lattice constant au different from said first bulk lattice constant a s ; and 

a layer of a third epitaxiaily grown semiconductor material (26) sandwiched between said substrate (22) and 
said layer of a second semiconductor material (24) having a partial strain therein due to its growth on said 
substrate (22) and a partially relaxed in-plane lattice constant a L i substantially equal to the second bulk 
20 lattice constant a^ 

2. The heterostructure of claim 1 wherein the layer of a third semiconductor material (26) has a bulk 
lattice constant a L sufficiently different from the bulk lattice constant a s of the first semiconductor material 
(22) such that a percentage mismatch between said first (22) and third layers (26) is at least 2.5% and 
preferably between 3 and 7.5%. 

25 3 The heterostructure of claim 1 wherein the partially relaxed in-plane lattice constant a t i is about 80% 
relaxed. 

4. The heterostructure of claim 1 wherein the strain of the third semiconductor material (26) is partially 
relieved substantially by a planar array of edge type dislocations (15) at the interface between the first (22) 
and third (26) semiconductor materials. 
30 5. The heterostructure of claim 1 wherein the thickness of the third semiconductor material (26) is less 
than the thickness at which the partial strain is further relieved by 60 degree type threading dislocations. 

6. The heterostructure of one or more of the preceding claims 1 to 5 wherein the first semiconductor 
materia] (22) is GaAs. 

7. The heterostructure of claim 6 wherein GaAs has a (100) crystal lographic configuration. 

35 8. The heterostructure of claim 6 wherein the second semiconductor material (24) is InGaAs and the 
third semiconductor material (26) is InAs. 

9. The heterostructure of claim 8 wherein the second semiconductor material (24) is lno.8Gao.2As. 

10. The heterostructure of claim 6 wherein the third semiconductor material comprises one of GalnAs 
and A! InAs. 

40 11. The heterostructure of claim 10 wherein the second semiconductor material comprises one of 

GalnAs and AllnAs, and wherein the In concentration in the third semiconductor material is greater than the 

In concentration in the second semiconductor material. 

12. The heterostructure of claim 6 wherein the third semiconductor material comprises tno.9Gao.1As and 

the second semiconductor material comprises ln 0 .72Gao^8 A s. 
45 13. The heterostructure of one or more of the preceding claims 1 to 5 wherein the first semiconductor 

material (22) is Si. 

14. The heterostructure of claim 13 wherein the third semiconductor material (26) is GalnAs. 

15. The heterostructure of claim 14 wherein the GalnAs material js comprised of 15-20% In. 

16. The heterostructure of claim 14 wherein the second semicondutcor material comprises one of GaAs 
50 and GaAIAs. 

17. The heterostructure of claims 8. and 12 wherein the layer of a third semiconductor material (26) is 
between 3-10 nm thick. 

18. The heterostructure of claim 1 further including a fourth layer of semiconductor material (36) 
sandwiched between said second (38) and third (30) layers of semiconductor material, said fourth layer of 

55 semiconductor material (36) having a partial strain therein due to its growth on said third semiconductor 
material (30) and a partially relaxed in-plane lattice constant substantially equal to the second bulk lattice 
constant. 

19. The heterostructure of claim 18 wherein the fourth layer of semiconductor material (36) comprises 
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lno.e3Gao.37AS; said third layer of semiconductor material (30) comprises ino.gGao.iAs, said second layer of 
semiconductor material (38) comprises ln 0 .72Ga<u8As and said substrate (34) comprises GaAs. 

20. The heterostructure of claim 18 or 19 wherein the third layer (30) is about 10 nm thick and the 
fourth layer (36) is about 20 nm thick. 
5 21. A method of providing a strain free semiconductor layer in a single crystal heterostructure as 
described in one or more of the preceding claims 1 to 20 comprising the steps of: 

providing a substrate (22) of a first semiconductor material having a crystalline structure and a first bulk 
lattice constant a^; 

epitaxially growing an intermediate layer of a third semiconductor material (26) on said substrate (22) having 
10 a third bulk lattice constant a^ different from said first bulk lattice constant a s and having a partial strain 
therein due to its growth on said substrate (22) and a partially relaxed in-plane lattice constant a L i; and 
epitaxially growing an upper layer (24) of a second semiconductor material which is unstrained and defect 
free having a lattice constant a^ substantially equal to said partially relaxed in-plane strain lattice constant 
au. 
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FIG.4 
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© Unstrained defect-free epitaxial mismatched heterostructures and method of fabrication. 



© Heterostructures (20) having a large lattice mis- 
match between an upper epilayer (24) and a sub- 
strate (22) and a method of forming such structures 
having a thin intermediate layer (26) are disclosed. 
The strain due to a lattice mismatch between the 
intermediate layer (26) and the substrate (22) is 
partially relieved by the formation of edge type dis- 
locations (15) which are localized and photoelec- 
trical^ inactive. Growth of the intermediate layer (26) 
is interrupted before it reaches the thickness at 
CO which the left over strain is relieved by 60 degree 



type threading dislocations. The upper epilayer (24) 
is then grown in an unstrained and defect-free con- 
dition upon the intermediate layer (26) where the 
unstrained lattice constant (ai 2 ) of the epilayer (24) is 
about the same as the partially relieved strain lattice 
constant (a L t) of the intermediate layer (26). An un- 
strained defect-free epilayer (24) of InGaAs has been 
grown on a GaAs substrate (22) with an intermediate 
layer (26) 3-10 nm in thickness of In As. Other large 
mismatch systems are disclosed, including, GaAs on 
Si with an intermediate layer (26) of GalnAs. 
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